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	Our Taconic TU chapter has had a good season this year.  We had an enjoyable, well attended Christmas party.  We have been able to continue to have monthly dinner meetings.   Our last general meeting will be Wednesday, April 27th at Bass Water Grill Restaurant in Cheshire, Mass.  People usually come for drinks at 5:30pm and dinner at 6:30pm.  The guest speaker will be Andrew Madden the regional director of Mass. Wildlife Game and Fish, and some of his staff.  I hope to see you there.


	Sadly there will be no fishing weekend at Indian Hollow in May this year.  We expect to be back at Indian Hollow next year 2012.


	In the past year we have continued to be active in various shifting community coalitions meeting to discuss the cleanup of PCB’s in the Housatonic River, what had been called “the rest of the river”, the next section between Pittsfield and Woods Pond. While we expect some sort of cleanup to occur, our position has been to demand the best restoration to provide an environment for cold water fisheries.


	Over the past year we have had members who have worked on acid water and culvert surveys for Game and Fish in the Housatonic watershed.


	Dave O Clare   has been active in TU’s Trout in the Classroom project and, as a member of the League of County Sportsmen, along with Gene Chague, has kept us informed of their activities.  














Visit the





Trout Unlimited 


Taconic Chapter 





website at


www.taconictroutunlimited.org








Editor's Note








    The board of directors has decided that the chapter needs to reestablish our tradition of a "snail-mail" newsletter.  This is the first of those newsletters, which will be published in the Spring and the Fall of each year. (At least that's the plan!)


    Articles of interest are always welcome.  Email Allen Gray free2fish2002@yahoo.com.  





Spring 2011








The Backcast





President's Corner








 Gene Chague and I have written letters of support for conservation grants for projects on the Housatonic watershed.  Ron Wojcik has continued to update and maintain the chapter’s website.


 	Ted Kaufmann has continued to work with Bass Water Grill Restaurant to provide us with meeting space and dinner reservations.  Our previous treasurer, Herb Rod, has worked with our new treasurer Dick Bordeaux on   the various critical responsibilities of this office.  Steve Booth has maintained our relationship with Arcadia Sports.   At our March general meeting, Marc Hochstetter was elected to fill in the slot of chapter secretary.  Paul Knauth was elected our representative to Mass/RI Council and subsequently the president of the Mass/RI Council.  Most importantly, Allen Gray drafted a strategic plan for our chapter as required by National Trout Unlimited. It was made available for review on our web site and also reviewed by our chapter in January and adopted by the Board at our February meeting.  Paul Knauth, Gene Chague, and Stephen Booth have been meeting with Mass. Wildlife Game and Fish and the Housatonic Valley Assoc. to partnership on the Old Mill Trail project in Dalton and the adjoining section of the Housatonic River.    


	I hope you all have a good fishing season and find time to help out with environmental projects, especially those associated with cold water fisheries.   We will see you on the water and at next season’s TU meetings.   








                                                                                                                            














	There will be a Housatonic River Adventure – Source-to-Sound paddle trip (149 miles).  The Adventure is organized by the Housatonic River Valley Association (HVA) in partnership with many local groups which will provide educational, historical and cultural programs along the way.  Taconic Chapter of TU is one of those partners.


	Opening ceremonies begin on May 3 at Muddy Pond in Hinsdale at 9 AM.  They will paddle from Muddy Pond to Cranes in Dalton.  There will be an Old Mill Trail walk to appreciate the river and community partnership.  It is in this stretch that Taconic TU, HVA, and DFW partnered up for some projects.


	On Day 2 (May 4) they will put in at Hubbard Ave and paddle to Fred Garner Park for lunch and witness EPA data collection and remediation effort.  They put in again at Fred Garner Park and paddle to the Decker Boat Launch in New Lenox.  Along the way there will be an event at Canoe Meadows to celebrate its natural history.


	On Day 3 (May 5) They will put in at Decker Boat Launch and paddle to Woods Pond in Lenoxdale.  There they will have lunch at the train station and have a Woods Pond access dedication.  They will also canoe around Woods Pond discussing PCB remediation.  From 12:30 to 3 PM, they will paddle below Woods Pond to an access area in Lee where they will have an access dedication. 
































Let's Celebrate the Housatonic River with the HVA


Submitted by Gene Chague














Space does not allow me to continue on with this paddle.  Taconic TU members are encouraged to participate wherever they can…  Sounds like a lot of  fun.


 - Gene 

















BUILDING A GRAPHITE FLY ROD


PLANNING, PREPARING, PRODUCING  





BY FRED MORAN    


           	


PLANNING - Where and how are you planning to fish the rod most of the time?


	A. Freshwater(7'-9' rod)  or Saltwater(9'+ rod) 


	B. Large(8'-9' rod) or Small(7' -8' rod) Body of Water


	C. Stream(7'-9' rod) or Pond(8.5' to 9' rod)


	D. Land Cast(7' -9' rod) Boat Casting(9'+ rod) or Trolling(7' -8' rod)


	E. Dry fly(9'+ rod) or Wet fly(8' - 9' rod)


	F. Short casting - Short rod(7'- rod)


	G. Long Casting and Short Casting - Long rod(9'+rod)





PREPARING -What do you need for the rod building?


	A. An Undisturbed Area





	B. Materials - Rod Blank, Reel Seat, snake guides, Cork handle, Tip-Top, Stripping Guide (Number of snake guides equal the number of feet in the 


blank plus one, A 9 foot rod has 10 snake guides), and a hook-keeper. 





	C. Tools and Supplies - Elmer's White Glue, fine sandpaper, very 


fine (600)sandpaper, flat bastard file, medium round bastard file, single 


edge razor blades, yardstick, masking tape, an X-Acto knife, a


 water-based thin white marker, a small can of clear varnish, a book 


of paper matches, a small pair of scissors, a pair of rod supports,


a slow turning motor (approximately 7 to 10 rpm), and about 


3 feet of 8-12 lb. monofilament material.











DO NOT CONNECT AND/OR FLEX YOUR ROD UNTIL ASSEMBLY IS COMPLETE BECAUSE DAMAGE


WILL OCCUR QUITE EASILY UNTIL THE BLANK IS FULLY ASSEMBLED AND FULLY WRAPPED.











Caption describing picture or graphic.














Building a Graphite Fly Rod


	Our own Fred Moran has agreed to publish an article in our newsletter on building a graphite fly rod.  This undertaking cannot be presented in any summarized form, therefore, over the next few issues of The Backcast, we will be publishing Fred's article.  We start out with Planning and Preparation.  So be sure to keep all of your issues.  If you cannot wait for follow-on installments, we will make the entire article available on our website at www.taconictroutunlimited.org 





	Casting for Recovery was founded in 1996 in Manchester, Vermont, the unique brainchild of a breast cancer reconstructive surgeon and a professional fly fisher. It began as a local grassroots group with a big heart and an original national vision, and quickly received endorsements from medical and psycho-social experts for its innovative healing program model while at the same time provoking intense interest by national media. It is an opportunity for women whose lives have been profoundly affected by the disease to gather in a natural setting and learn the sport of fly fishing. Just as importantly, the retreats offer an opportunity to meet new friends, network, exchange information, and have fun.


	Our weekend retreats incorporate counseling, educational services, and the trained facilitators that staff each retreat, including a psycho-social therapist, a health care professional (e.g. physical therapist, nurse), as well as fly-fishing instructors and river helpers--at no cost to the participants. This year women from Massachusetts may attend a retreat in Cornwall Bridge, CT or Middletown, Rhode Island. 


Toll Free: (888) 553-3500


email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@castingforrecovery.org" \t "_blank" �INFO@CASTINGFORRECOVERY.ORG�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.castingforrecovery.org" \t "_blank" �www.castingforrecovery.org�


If you know someone who has had breast cancer, let them know about CFR. It is truly an experience of a lifetime.









































�





To apply for a retreat use the following contact information:


Casting for Recovery


P.O. Box 1123


3738 Main Street�Manchester, VT 05254





Phone: (802) 362-9181�Fax: (802) 362-9182





Casting For Recovery





By Marilyn Moran








	There continue to be board meeting discussions on the future and direction of the chapter.  


	This concern is prompted by the modest turnout at member meetings, the paucity of new members joining our chapter and the difficulty in getting volunteers at community and chapter projects.  


	How do we avoid the downward spiral of lost interest?


	In searching for the roots of the problem, the board has tried a number of solutions with little improvement.  Our difficulties are neither new nor limited to just TU.  Everyone's time is precious and the decision to attend one organization's meeting as opposed to another's is based on the perceived value to the individual.


	It was pointed out that we may have lapsed into a comfort zone of meeting once a month, swapping a few fish stories at the bar, having dinner and going home.  This begs the question of what we are all about since what I've described is apparently of little interest to many members.  Our chapter has well over 100 dues paying members who obviously believe in TU's mission, but fail to see the benefit of coming to a local chapter meeting if nothing more than a social hour is going to take place.


	Maybe it's time to try something new.


	


	Our recently drafted Mission Statement rededicates us to our roots as an environmental organization with the goal of preserving, protecting, restoring and sustaining North America's coldwater fisheries.  TU National directed all chapters to write a Strategic Plan and Mission Statement to assure an integrated approach to its vision.  A copy can be found on our website:  www.taconictroutunlimited.org


	Carl Kronberg's message on page 1 of this newsletter identifies many of the environmental projects championed by chapter members.  It is an impressive list and we have every reason to be proud of their involvement.  	


	





	Paul Knauth's article on the chapter's initiation of the Old Mill Trail project and our teaming with the HVA and the Mass Division of Fish and Wildlife shows how we can make a difference by coming up with good ideas and getting involved.  


But we have to deliver.


	Success can lead to other partnering opportunities and the enhanced credibility of our organization in local environmental causes.


	In future newsletters, we will be focusing more closely on the ways we are fulfilling our Strategic Plan Goals.  Please get involved, become active, invite and welcome new members.





BRING US YOUR SUGGESTIONS.





E-mail Allen Gray at free2fish2002@yahoo.com.





























YOUR  CHAPTER'S  FUTURE





�








 	The MRS is a bucktail style of streamer (similar to the Edson Tigers).  It is most effective in the sizes 4, 6 and 8, with a 2 or 3x long streamer hook.


1. Pinch down the barb


2. Use black thread 


3. Wrap the shank with lead wire or a non-toxic substitute


4. Tie in a tail comprised of the several blue and white fibers from the tips of a barred woodduck flank feather


5. Wrap a body of reddish orange wool (leave room for a throat, eyes and wing.  I prefer wool that changes to a darker color when wet vs. the synthetic fabrics which don’t change colors)


6. Tie in yellow feather fibers for the throat (quill, schlappen or hackle feathers).  The throat length should not be more than 1/4 of the body length.


7. Tie in a small clump of brown bucktail which reaches to appx.  ½ the length of the tail.  Don’t overdress.


Optional:  Tie in two jungle cock eyes. 


8. Wrap the head and cement it.


  


 Fishing hint:  This fly seems to be very effective in slower moving water, especially in the summer months.   It should be fished near the bottom, with a slow twitching retrieve.  It is deadly on brookies, browns and rainbows.  I have no idea what the fly represents, but the key appears to be the orange body and the fact that it must be fished deep.   It doesn’t seem to matter if the fly has the jungle cock eyes or not, in fact, Charley fished the last dozen years of his life without those eyes and he caught and released hundreds of fish with it.  




















Partnership 





Taconic Chapter of Trout Unlimited


Housatonic Valley Association


Western District of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife





Mission 





Our mission is to promote a welcoming and educational opportunity; integrated with sustainable, cooperative and science-based actions, to advance the appreciation of the east branch of the Housatonic River system along the Old Mill Trail.





Appreciation is


(Welcoming ( Educational (Conservation  ( Restoration ( Enhancement  ( Endorsement





Goals


Short Term


 By the end of March 2011, contact the Conservation Biology Department at Wahconah High School to inquire their interest to develop projects that would connect students with the east branch of the Housatonic River.


By the end of May 2011, schedule and complete a spring trail day on the Old Mill Trail to replace markers and clean up trail of winter debris.


By the end of May 2001, remove the trash pile on the Old Mill Trail in the vicinity of the old dam.


 By the end of …………………… reinvigorate Housatonic Valley Association’s East Branch Stream Team - have an initial meeting and maybe redo the assessment and update the report.


Long Term


Continue the Old Mill Trail and have it connect with the MA Fish & Wildlife District Office and with the local schools (Wahconah High and Nessacus Middle).


Create a vegetative buffer with the intent of providing shade to the section where the high tension lines pass over the East Branch.


Complete a stream map of the East Branch, mapping habitat and physical features. Consider the different standards (provided by MA Fish & Wildlife) that are available and decide upon one standard to use. 


Create access to state property that exists downriver of the MA District Office.








	Your Taconic Chapter of Trout Unlimited has, with the Housatonic Valley Association and the Western District of Massachusetts Division of Fish and Wildlife, formed a ‘hand shake” cooperative partnership for a 2.5 mile section of the east branch of the Housatonic River. This section of the river is along the Old Mill Trail in beginning in Hinsdale and ending at the MADFW headquarters in Dalton.


	Our mission is to promote a welcoming and educational opportunity; integrated with sustainable, cooperative and science-based actions, to advance the appreciation of the east branch of the Housatonic River system along the Old Mill Trail.


 





	There is a meeting planned with the Conservation Biology Departments from the Wahconah High School and the Nessacus Middle School to develop projects that will connect students with the east branch of the Housatonic River.


 


	Stay tuned, we are planning to complete a Spring Trail Day project on the Old Mill Trail to replace markers and clean up trail of winter debris. This is very exciting and we are sure you want to help, we will keep you posted.
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Directions for tying the Mad River Special (MRS)





Old Mill Trail Partnership





The complete mission statement is set fourth in this newsletter.








This fly was created by Charles Lahey in the 1940’s to fish the Mad River in Vermont.  One day while fishing there, the landowner approached him and suggested that he fish the river using a fly of that color and shape.  Upon returning home, Charley got busy on the fly tying bench and came up with this fly.  The next time he fished the Mad River he had great luck.  He was never without it on the stream from then on.  It also works very well here in the Berkshires and other Vermont rivers such as the Battenkill and White Rivers.  It was partly because of this fly that Charley was inducted into the North American Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame in Hayward, Wisconsin in 2008.











Taconic Chapter of Trout Unlimited Established 1974
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Old Mill Trail


Project Mission Statement





















































	It is there in the C&R stretch (Lee Athletic Field, Housatonic St.) that TU members will give fly casting demonstrations, have hands on teaching and answer flyfishing questions.   The times are:  2:15 to 3:00 PM and again at 3:15 PM.  TU Volunteers are urgently needed!!


	They will then paddle to the HVA Office in South Lee.  There will be a walking tour through Stockbridge focusing on Mahican history and culture.  That evening they will dine and enjoy river music at the Red Lion Inn.


	On Day 4 (May 6) They will put in below the Willow Mill dam in South Lee and paddle to the Glendale Dam.  There will be events along the way and a walking tour of the Glendale Dam hydro operation.  Below the dam, they will paddle to Rising Dam.  Then from below Rising Dam, they will paddle to Bridge Street (former Searles School).   River Walk volunteers will line the river walk as the canoes come through; reading W.E.B. Dubois essays and maybe singing gospel songs.


	On Day 5 (May7) They will put in at Bridge Street and paddle to the Covered Bridge in Sheffield.  There they will be a Covered Bridge Access celebration.  From there they will paddle to Rannapo Road in Ashley Falls.  There may be an evening event at Bartholomew’s Cobble or the Ashley House.


	On Day 6 (May 8) They will paddle from Bartholomew’s Cobble to Housatonic Meadows State Park picnic area in Cornwall Bridge, CT.


Space does not allow me to continue on with this paddle.  Taconic TU members are encouraged to participate wherever they can…  Sounds like a lot of fun………….Gene
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A Closing Thought


	We are trying this newsletter on your behalf, the membership of the Taconic Chapter of TU.  We prepared this publication in color.  It was really nice!  Unfortunately the cost of printing in color was prohibitive ($400 for 100 copies) and this does not include postage.  This is the reason why it is coming to you in black and white.  If anyone has any ideas on how we might bring future installments of the newsletter in color we would LOVE to hear them.





Carl Kronberg
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